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REPORT, 
By the Society for propagating the Gojpel i in Scctlaitd, 


From January, 1802, to May 15, 1803. 


| |* N HE public are already in poffeffion of feveral report$ 


publiihed by the Society for propagating the Gofpel at 
Home. in which their proceedings for four years have been re- 
gulafly related. For the fatisfaction of thofe who have con- 
tributed to their fupport, and fot the information of all their 
Cariftian brethren, they now commiinicate the following @ 
line of thefe during the lait year. 
In the Society’s laft report, dated Dec. 1801, they bape cs: 
ed their friends, that they had the profpe&t, by the beginning 


of the enfuing March, of engaging a very confiderable num-— 


ber of labourers, i in addition to more that thirty formerly fent 
outs and that it was intended a number of thele fhould go to 


Ireland. “This profpeét was realized. -At the above periods 
fifteen miffienaries were fent to Ireland*, and thirty -fevenin~ 
* The greater part of theft were fent to the North of ireland; and placed 
under the Uifter Society. Concerning them, Mr Hamiiton; of Amagh, in 
a letter dated from that place, March 14, 1803, fays+ ** At out meéting of 
Committee on the 2d of this ‘month, we had a good attendance; and irodn 


every quarter the reports yiven into the Commiitteé in writing, were of the. 


moft p'eafing and animating defcription. Our Lord has indeed gracioufly 
owned the youne men in their labours, and givev them much favour in the 
yes of the peopie. Every place was earneft to have their own preac hercons 
unwed with them, aad the young men feem wel! cifpefed to flay.” 
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to different parts of Scotland. Some of them being acquaint- 
ed with the Gaelic language, were ftationed in the High- 
lands. In June laft, eighteen others were taken into the So- 
ciety’s fervice; fo that ‘the whole number fent outy then ex- 
ceeded one hundred, of whom ninety-eight had received edu- 
cation for the miniftry. A few of the number, not qualified 
for the work, have retired from che fervice ; moft of thefe, 
however, are engaged in teaching fchool in different parts of 
this couatry and ef Ireland. The rett continue labouring in 
the miniftry of the word, part under the Society, and others 
wholly fupported by the people to whom they preach.— The 
Society have likewife enjoyed, as formerly, the occafional af- 
fidance of minifters from England, who have favoured them 
with their fervices as far as their ftated Jabours on the Lord’s 
day permitted. They have alfo defrayed the charges of feve- 
ral pious minifters, indeed of as many as have applied for af- 
fiftance, in various parts of Scotland, while itinerating in 
their refpective neighbourhoods ; a method of diffufing, the 
knowledze of the truth, which, in many cafes, has been at- 
tended with the happieft effects. —The Society continue to 
diftribute, yratis, catechifms and tracts in Gaclic and Eng- 
lith. 

Great care has been taken in felecting proper miffionaries, 
and in watching over the conduct of thofe in the fervice of 
the Society. Whe good eff:&s of their caution in this refpedt, 
they have hitherto experienced in a very remarkable manner; 
for which, efpecially when they confider the number they have 
{:nt out, they defire to return unfcigned thanks to God. In- 
deed, the increafing folicitations fer their mifionaries from all 
parts of the country, which the Society exceedingly regret 
they are not as yet able to anfwer, fufficiently fhew the gene- 
ral eftimation in which their labourers are held, and the favour 
the Lord has given them in the eyes of the people. Its alfo 
a pleafing teftimony borne to their general plan. 

Althoush the Society cannot exert themielves fo exten- 
fively as they could with, or as circymftances require; yet 
they have already been able pretty fully to explore the reli- 
gious ftate of this country, almoft every part of which, in- 
cluding Shetland, Orkney, and the Weftern Iflands, has now 
been vifited by the preachers connected with them. In this 
extenfive tract, it is now afcertained that there are feveral 
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places where the uncorrupted gofpel had not been heard: for 
many years. In fuch fituations, however, the people have in 
general received their vifits with thankfulnefs, and have ea- 
gerly folicited a renewal of them. 

By letters lately received from the pfeachers, it appears, 
that at almoft every {tation fome good has been done. Atten- 
tion to the gofpel has been very generally excited, a vifible 
reformation has in many cafes taken place, and finners have 
been converted from the error of their way. ‘The Society 
would willingly communicate to their Chriftian brethren ex- 
tracts from many of thefe letters; but as it would greatly ex- 
ceed the bounds of this report, they content themfelves wirh 
fubjoining accounts of four places, where it appears that 
more than four hundred perfons have been brought from dark- 
nefs to light; a circumftance which they are perfuaded will 
afford the livelieft joy to all thofe who love our Lord Jefus 
in fincerity. | 

Together with thefe reports, they, as ufual, give an abftra& 
of their annual receipt and expenditure. “They need fcarcely 
repeat, that they fet out upon the principle of layink up no 
fund. To this they have fteadily adhered. Being a religious 
Society, fupported by public contéibutions, they confider it 
their duty to continue thus to act, They entirely difapprove 
of that move of management, by which the exertiens of to-day 
are cramped by taking anxious thoughts:for to-morrow, which 
feems to be a mittrufting of that grace whereby the Lord 
makes his people to abound in the fruits of righteoufnefs. Lf 
money fubfcribed for the immediate fervice of the Redeemer 
be directly applied to its proper objeét, it is calculated to pro- 
ducé confiderable effects, Thele effeéts, as they rejoice the 
heart, fo they warm the zeal of all who have contributed.— 
Their fellow Chriftians’ who, in doubt perhaps, ftood back at 
firft, are now provoked»to love and to fimilar ood works ; 
while fuch perfons as have experienced the blefled effects de- 
rived from the enjoyment of the means of grage thus provid- 
ed, become a new band, enlifted, as it were, in the fame caule, 
and ready to promote the fame greatend. ‘The confequence 
of the whole is an increafe of like cxertions; the talent fub- 
icribed is not buried, the current of liberality is neither check- 
ed nor diverted, more is eo day ‘brought into the gofpe} 
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treafury, and the money advanced is immediately applicd te 
its deftined wfe. “Vhus, no unnecefiary burden is laid on the 
prefent generation; Soreapeatrotis occafioned by the pofleffion 
of an ample fund até not thrown in the way; and contributors 
are not deluded by the vain imagination of being able to oc- 
cupy their talents after death, or of working when the night 
1S come ; but having ferved die ir day and generation, and en- 
tered into reli, they gladly refiga the concerns of his own 
kingdom to him who liveth and reigneth evermore. On thefe 
grounds this Society is perfuaded, that the more fpeedily they 
can transfer the money intrufted to them, from their hands to 
their Mafter’s.fervice, by which, from being a treafure on 
earth, it becomes a treafure in heaven, the more effectually 
they promote the advantage of the doners, the more faithfully 
they fulfil the charge committed to them, and the more furely 
and extenfively they lay a foundation for future neceffary {up- 
plies. Aéting on ere principles, and not hefitating to enter 
any new field of probable ulefulnefs, they have often indeed 
been reduced to a very finall fum; yet they have been upheld, 
and as their neceflities were, fo nes been their fupport. They 
have at the fame time confidered it a duty to itudy, as far as 


they confiftently could, the moft exa& economy*, by which, 
together with always engeavouring to excite the people in 
different quarters to afift, according to their power, in fup- 
plying themielves, they have hitherto carried on their exten- 
Mve operations, although the whole fum they have received 
from the beginning be only {3083 5 11, of which £365 09 
5 been pai id for tracts, 8 &c. diftributed gratis. 


By means of this Secicty, the gofpel bas been gladly re- 
eeived in many remote villages, where formerly no inquiry 
was made after it yand where the prone were too poor to fup- 
port a preacher ; ‘but who now, doing as much as they are a- 

le themfelves, lock to this inftitution to make up what more 
is needful, and are abundantly fupplied with the means of 
grace. Many of thefe muft, of courfe, fti!l depend on the So- 
ciety’s ard, which, as far as they fhall be enabled, they will 
continue to afford. As foon as more Jabourers can be pro- 
cured and provided, it is the intention of the Society to ex- 


Not the fmalieft remuneraticn is ever given to any who hold offiees m 
the Society, fer their trouble, which is fometimes confiderabie. 
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tend, in the fame manner, its é fittance to others, of Wich 
many ftand f much in need. - 


Stimulated, ihen, by the nature of the country, and by the 
fuece(s whieh has hitherto attended their Operations, the Seci- 
ety determine, by. the help of God, to double their diligence 
in the important work in whieh they are engared. Flacters | 
ing themfelves that they have the confidence of their brethren, 
they think they have a ftrong claim on their attention. The 
Society has been invexiftcace only five years and a’haif. They 
have during that period encountered many difficulties ; 4 
they may venture to affirm, thatin few infkances (te God be 
all the glery!) has more been done to, promote, the -interefts 
of the gofpel, nor have attempts been followed with’more re- 
markable fuccefs. They earncitly folicit the attention of their 
brethren to what has been faid, ‘and to the’ communications 
hereto fudjoined ; for they are fuily perfuaded, that, were 
Chriftians duly to contider the utility of this inftitution, end 
the great need of fuch a Society in Scotland, ey | would con- 
tribute to its fupport with much more liberal ity than they have 
hitherto done. 


Lk” LL MP 


Intelligence communicated to the Secrctary. 
: Dunkeid, April 14,9103. 
Méy Dear Sir, . 

I NOW fit down in order to anfwer your requett 5 and 
while I do fo, I cannot help exprefiug mv fears, left more 
fhould be faid than may at I-ft be found co ftand the trial In 
reading the accounts which other focietics-have given of this 
kind, I have been often airaid chat they were exageeratcd,-— 
The accounts of the \Lethodifts, particularly, have. appeared 
to me in this light, elpecially when I confider thgir flacknefs 
of difcipline. “The rocks on which others nave ftruck, ought 
to be cautioufly avoided by us; for, not to fay what evil may 
follow exagocratrion in thefe t! my 2S NOW, twill be an aw! ‘ul 
di {appointment to us at laft, if we find thattwe ha: ‘ey UPS nm toe 
flender evidence, received as believers ihofe “hom the Lord 
wiil feparate from his fheep, in that important rs wh 4 a: 
waits us all. Though I thus exprefs my fears, left to h 


Arould be faid in this way, and a peerances refted upon in- 
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{tead of evidence, I am convinced from the example of the firft 
believers, that it is our duty to obferve the doings of the Lord, 
and alfo to make them known to others. Ali who love Jetus, 
and have a proper concern for precious fouls, muft rejoice 
to hear that the word has in any inftance prove ed effectual. It 
caufed great joy among the churches, when the Apoftles related 
to them the fuccefs which the Lord was pleafed to give them, 
in the various places. where they preached the word; and it 
cannot fail toa comfort the hearts of the Society, asid encou- 
race them to go an with renewed endeavours, when they hear 
how the Lord has bleffed their attempts to promote his glory, 
From every thing that I can learn, this was a moft defti- 
tute place when the Society began its operations. It will not 
admit of a doubt, that the gofpe] had not been faithfully preach- 
ed for a long time paft; and one circumftance was peculiarly 
unfavourable to 4 diftrict i in the neighbourhood: few of the 
old people underftood the Englifh, and fo far as I can learn, 
their minifters gould not {peak Gaelic’; fo that the poor peo- 
ple were in the groffeft ignorance that you can imagine. They 
went to church, according to cuftom; but were as ignorant 
of what was faid, as the votaries of Rome are when their priefts 
perform mafe in an unknown tongue, I have had the beft 
opportunity of knowing about many in this place, and have 
found nat only the old, who perhaps could neither read nor 
fpeak Enalith, but alfo the young, who knew fomething of both, 
completely ignorant of the letter of the word, except fome vaf- 
fages which had keen handed down time immefrorial by tradition, 
to fanGion a variety of rites, evidently the fruits of the man of 
fin, which they obferved with all the fuperftitious devotion of 
Roman Catholics. The town might be faid, at leaft as to fome of 
the people, to be fomething more enlightened ; but the croffett 
ignorance of the necd men have of a Saviour, and who that 
Saviour is, almoft universally prevailed. They indeed pro- 
feffed to know Ged, but in works they denied him. There 
was, and ftill is, a meeting of thofe who are called Glaffites 
here. At one time they were pretty numerous, and [ truft 
there weg good people among them; but as far as I can 
judge, their religion chiefly confifted in being very ftrict in 
obferving mg outworks of Chrifianity. 
There was at one time a meeting of the Wefleyan Methos 
difts here ; an@ though, (rom what i have {aid abov e, you will 








their converts, 1 have not the Jeaft doubt but a good] ynumber 
were brought to the knowledge of the truth by their means. 
I have heard good accounts of many whe were gone the way 
of all the carth before I came here; and there are fome. with 
whom I am acquainted,’ who 


the meeting was given up, and the few who remained, though 
they were in the wav, with regard to many things groped 
much in the dark. Some of them, however, have given evi- 
dence that they were difpofed to receive the light as foon as it 
fhone more clearly. ' 

There is another circumftance which | muft not overlook, 
viz. that fame who, in purfuit of daily bread, or with a view 
to get more infight into the trades, had gone to the Low coun~ 
try, waere the gofpel was preached, were thereby led to Jefus. 
After they returned, they found themfelves uncomfortable ; 
but excufed themfelves for joining with their mother-cburch, 
becaufe they were fo far removed from thofe focieties which 
walked nearer the truth. I however find, thats foonas tke 
gofpel was preached here, they gave it their decided approba- 
tion. 

Mr. Bogue, of Gofport, was the firft itinerant who preached 
here. I have heard ot but one who was led to think ferioufly 
that day. The Society afterwards fent a great number of 
preachers to this place, who cecalionally laboured among the 
people with mueh fuccels, 

You have already heard of Dowally, in the neighbourhood 
of Dunkeld. There were a few when | went there who had 
been bereficted. by our brethren. I adviftd them to begin a 
prayer-meeting, which I think was the chief means of awaken- 
ing the attention of that carelefs place. Fordome time there 
were fome impreffed at every meeting ; for the pecple crowd- 
ed in upoa them, and as foon as they were impreffed they im- 
mediately attended with us. Some fa:, that the time have 
been {peaking the word, the Lord was pleafed to blefe 1 to 
them ; and [ have every reafon to believe that my laboy.g have 
been countenanced for eftablifhing the Lerd’s children. As 
to the work of converfion here, the Lord has grven me the 
honour of being the inftrument to many. In converhig with 
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fee that I do not readily credit their reports with#regard to’ 


ive decifive evidence of their. 
faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift. It is'a confiderable time fince 
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people, I have found that Meffrs. Aikman, Haldane, Ewing, 
Innes, Garie, Hay from Briftol, and Hay who was at Mr. 
Innes’ clafs in Dundee, but hath entered into his reft, and 
perhaps others whe juft now efcape my memory, have al! been 
honoured as the means in the hand of the Spirit, by de- 
claring the truth, of bringing poor finners to Jefus. I have 
been as accurate as I could, and find that (keeping off Mou- 
lin, and thofe who were brought to the knowledge of the 
truth by otkker means) there have been one bundred_and forty- 
frve, who have experienced: the power of divine grace upon 
their fouls by means of the Society’s preachers, fince Mr. 
Bogue preached here, I only {peak of thofe who either have 
been, ornow are members with us. I have taken in thofe 
who have left us and gone to other churches. But I have 
great reafon to believe that many have been benefitted, who 
have not yet come under my notice; and fome who have not 
joined us, give good evidence of having fomething of the truth, 
though they have not yet come into clofe converfation. with 
me. [| truft I have not exceeded in my ftatement. I have 
had no defign to impofe upon you, or any, remembering that 
the day will declarevit. 
My dear Sir, yours fincerely, for Jefus’ fake, 


JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Pastor of the Church at Dunkeld, 
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ABSTRACT of the REPORT 
Of the Committee of the Miffionary Society to Africa and the East. 


Delivered at the Annua! Meeting, May 31, 1803. 


HE Committee obferve, that they have judged it necef- 

fary to proceed with peculiar caution, and that there- 

fore the progrefs of the inftitution has hitherto been flow , yet 

they truft their defign has been advancing, and will ultimately 

attain the defired end. It appears, that though feveral offers 

ef Miffionaries from among our own countrymen have beea 

made, vafious impediments have as yet prevented their en- 
raging with them; they have therefore been induced to turn 
rieir attention towards the obtaining of foreign Miffionaries. 








Of the Miffionary Society to Africa and.t*e Bast. (357 


Two young men from the &minary at. Berlin, Mr.Melbchior 
Renner, and Me. Peter Hartwis, have been Sroeuaee and ac- 
cepted as Catechifts. Thefe ner fois are ifttended to labour 
in the Soofoo ce untry in Afric a3; a {tation chofin partly on 
account of its vicinity to the Colony at Sierra Leone, and 
partly becaufe the Society have already printed feveral tra&ts 
in the “ie language. “VheferM: fionartes, being now in 
England, have an opportunity of obtaining fome kuowledge 


of that rane by their friendly inte rcouri¢ with the Africen’ 


youths now receiving a ufeful education in the neighbourhood 
of London. 

“Che Committee are imcorrefpondénce with the DigeGors 
of the Berlin feminary, for the {clection of four-more.of the 
ftudents, who are to be placed under a courfle of inftructien 
fuited to the peculiar objects of the Society, <The Committee 
expre fs their hope that the forwardnefs of fts rangers. to engage 
in this arduous work, will provoke to holy je ealoufy many of 
their own countrymen, and kindle the fame {fpirit of fervent 
zeal in. many members of their own church, to diffufe the 
knowledge of Chrift in the Heathen world. 


Mr. Mozely’ s memoir refpective a Chinefe tranflation of, 


the Scriptures, is yet under the confideration of the Society 
for promoting Chriftian peencdey 

T he Arabic edition of the S Scriptures is preceeding, ur 
the care of the Revs Mr. Carlyle, who is recently ad 
from Turkey and Paleftine,: to which part of the wor Id he 

went as Chaplain to the Britifh Embafly at’ Canflabtinople. 
+ he indifferent ftate of his health finee his ret um, hrs, how- 
ever, retatded the progrefs of this important undertek: ing. 

The Appendix contains papers of confiderable imp rtance, 
from which the following extracts Bye made. 

No. 1. prefents us with a copy of a letter from aClersyman 
in acogind to a gentleman in this country, dated Co jumbo, 
Dec. 1801, from which we fhall felect afew extracis. 

“ “There can fearcely be «any doubt, that if the exertions 
which are practicable were made, the whole inhabitants in the 
Britifh territories here, would willing gty embrace the olad tin 
dings of falvation. : 

“ From the time that the Englif took pofle fion Of this if. 
land until the arrival af Mr. North, t the Chriftian’ Schoc!s, - 
education of the inhabitants were cntirely negleéted. 
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of the churches had fallen down in ruins, and thoufands of 
thofe who once called themfelves Chriftians, had returned to 
their ancient Paganifm and Idolatry. During the Dutch go. 
vernment, no native could be admitted into any office without 
profefing that he was a member of the Reformed Church. 
There was likewife a prohibition againft ere€ting any new 
Pagan temples, which falling to the ground on the arrival of 
the E nglifh, the number of thefe has been doubled. However, 
the more lenient meafures which government now adopts, 
promife to improve the knowledge of thofe who ftill call Pe 
felves Difciples of Chrift, and may, perhaps, be the means of 
recovering he loft theep. 

“ The Britifh poffefiions on the ifland are divided into four 
diftriéts. Thefe are divided into counties, which are fubdi- 
vided inta parifhes.. In every parifh is eftablifhed one Pro- 
teftant fchogl, where the youth are inftructed in reading and 
writing their own language, and in the principles of Chrifti- 
anity. “The Proteftants likewife attend divine fervice there on 
Sundays and other holidays. Over every ten fchools is ap- 
pointed ene Catechift, whofe bufinefs it is to perform a vifita- 
tion once a month, to inquire into the conduct of the T each- 
ers, to examine the proerefs made by the fcholars, and to ex- 
hort them to induftry and diligence. 

“In each of the leffer diftricts is eftablifhed a native offici- 
ating preacher, who has been examined. by the prefent Go- 
vernor and Ordinary, and whe is inftruéted to perform divine 
fervice in one of the churches or fchools every Sunday; to ad- 
minifter the facrament of baptifm, and to folemnize marriages ; 
t» exhort the fick or dying, and te bury the dead according to 
the form of the Church of ‘England, He is alfo inftruGed to 
vilitall the fchools within his province, at leaft three times in 
the year, Surg which he is to endeaveur to edify his flock 
by his converfation and his fermons, to examine particularly 
the abe and ability of the catechifts and fchoolmafters, and 
to inform the principal of the fchools minutely of all that oc- 
curs. 

“ Tn each of the principal! diftriéts are one, two, or three 
cler zymen, who have been ordained in Europe; to each of 
whom ts cominitted a fuperintending charge of a certain num- 
ber of the fchoole, of which he performs a vifitation once a 
year, and adininifters the hely Commynion, 
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«© Some of the native preachers and catechifts are really 
men of principles and abilities, and extremely uleful. 

“ By the laft general returns in the ecclefiaftical department, 
there were nearly 170 fchools, and upwards of 342,000 Pro- 
teftant Chriftians. ‘The number of Chriftians profeffing the 
reo of the Church of Rome, is likewife very great. There 

are about fifteen of thefe pricfts on the ifland, who are indefa- 
rigable i in their labours, and are daily making pri felvtcs. Reo- 
ligi ous knowledge is fo confined, that the people eladly make 
ule of any prayers, or forms, which are given to them, aad 
have fcarcely any books to ftudy, except the Bible. The. doc- 
trines of thofe who have been educated by the Dutch, are 


_Calviniftic, and their fermons evangelical. 


“ The Honourable Frederick North, governor of the ifland, 


has interefted himfelt deeply in the diffufion of our holy reli- 


gion ; and I hope that the beneficial effects of his care and at- 
tention will be long felt by the inhabitants of this ifland. 

“ Befides the eftablifhments already mentioned, we have at 
Columbo avery flourifhing academy, divided inte three fchools, 
Cingalefe, “Malabar, and European, They are taught Englith 
as well as the native languages, 1 in the moft perfe& manner. 
The Cingalefe are fons of the head men ; and feveral of them 
already converte very well in Englith, ‘nl make tolerable 
tranflations. Thefe young men will be well grounded in the 
principles of Chriftianity ; and [ have great hopes that, when 
foal abroad amongft their countrymen, their influence and 
example will produce the moft happy confequences. 

“ A fupply of Englifh Bibles, Praver-Books, and any other 
ufeful books, wou!d be of the greateft benefit tous.” 

Appendix No. 2. is takea from the Chriftran Obferver, 
vol. I. p. 329. ) 

Appendix, No. 4. contains Thoughis concerning @ miffion te 
Astracan, by the Rev. Henry Burton, who, as appears from 
the next article in the 2 ippendix, has ta a confide sabi degree 
lucceeded* in carrying into execution his own fuggeftions.— 
The account of: his fuccefs is contained in a letter from that 
gentleman, dated Corafs, Befhafhaw, near Geotghicufk; Ja- 
suary 27, 1803; an abftract of which may not be unaccepta- 
ble to Our readers, 

‘“¢ T have met with a degree of profperity in my undertak- 
inz, that makes me afraid. Providence has enabled me to do 
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more than ever I meditated. We have fixed ourfelves in a 
village which feparates the T’artars from the Cabordians, who 
inhabita great part ef Caucafus. Moft of thefeare Mahome 
tans ; but they have been lately converted, and on that account 
are confidered to be lefs tenacious of their religion than the 
‘lartars. 

“© The place in which we have fettled, is on the frentier of 
the Kuffian empire ; but properly in the Circaffian country. 

“« We do not conceive that we are in much danger, as the 

people behave to us in a friendly way. The place is healthy, 
i never had better healih any where. 

c — plan for attempting the converfion of the Tartars and 

other nations, fituated between menage and India, has always 

een to form an academy for educating youths, in fome cen- 
tral fituation where prote&tion might be found; and thefe of 
them who fhould appear moft pious, fenfible and zealous, 
might go into their native countries and preach the gofpel, | 
propofed to ranfom them for this purpefe, as I dreaded lef 
thofe who are free could not be precured. 

“| have already informed vou of my being introduced toz 
nobleman, to whom I owe much, who is one of the E mperor’s 
prificipal minifters. To him | endeavoured to explain the 
plan that ] had meditated, and to fhew him that the convertfion 
of the Tartars to Chriftianity would be highly faveurable to 
their condition; as it would Jead them to r culsiaaee the foil, 
and form among themfelves (uch relations and inftitutions 2s 
bind civilized foctety; for in my opi inion, their wandering lNe 
and Chriftianity are totally incanht tent with each other. | 
never heard of a wandering Chriftian nation. 

nevolent and obi! iging nobleman was teo fagacicus 
ifeern this. Heexplained our object to the Emperor, 

ed him to give us an open let ter to gove:ners, 
.requ ing them to afford us preteation and affitt- 
ind promited to furthe; ay pian for promoting eur ob- 


\Ve accordingly travelicd by the way of Mofcow, Sarep- 
ny 8. &- abour 3000 verfts, and at laft fixed on 
whore we noware. It is within a few dass journey 
and Bakke via, a id wiihin SO miles of Turkey. 
ce cong thu ry ith woe rt advfeable to write 


to tie noDieman who bad been fo obiiying, to fee whethe ! 





sina 
who 
ome. 
fount 
n the 


er of 
ry. 

S$ the 
thy, 


$ and 
ways 
Cen - 
fe of 


lous,’ 


el, ] 


left 


to2 
ror’s 
1 the 
-fion 


le to 


IS 25 
, 1N, 


Jil 
} 


tous 
FOr, 
J@TS, 


rep- 
ney 


rite 


On waiting for a Day of Power, 351 


night be poflible’for us to obtain the privileges that we con- 
ceived to be neceflary for the execution of our plan. Without 
liberty to ranfom the flaves of the people around us {particu- 
larly thofe of them who might become Chriftians ) and jand 
for thofe to fettle on who might embrace our opinions, and 
fecurity for them againft the outrages of their bigoted coun~- 
trymen, I faw no way in which we could hope for fuccefs. 

« J ventured therefore to propofe feveral articles, to which 
| wifhed to procure the fan&ion of the Emperor, and which I 
conceived to be fufficient to lay a foundation for the liberty 
and fafety of all who might embrace the gofpel within 500 
verfts of us; to all which the Emperor has agreed, ana has 
ordered land to be given us when we may want it. 

“ Tt is impoffible to exprefs how much we are indebted to 
the Ruffians. 

“ Although I doubt not the Society for Miffions to Africa 
and the Eaft have already fuficient engagements, yet may | 


‘not venture to afk, whether they might not ranfom a few 


Tartar youths? Should any of them prove pious, they might 
afterwards do much in propagating the gofpel. I humbly con- 
ceive that I could teach them any language that you would 
wifh them to be taught. I fhould take care elpecially to teach 
them the Perfian language. You cannot conceive the re{pec& 
and attention that a Tartar or Circafiian would meet with, 
who underftood the Arabic, Turkifh, Perfian and Tartar ‘si 
guages well. Should I die, there would be others of my aflo- 
clateé to take care of them. 





el 





eae ee cee amen arma neem 


ON WAITING FOR A DAY OF POWkR. 
ERHAPS of all the refuges of lics in which men truft, 


there is none fo deceitful to themfcives, nor fo difho- 
nouring to G@d, as the deceit which poliefies many, that they 
are waiting for a Gay of power to change their hearts ; while 
it is evident to every fpiritual mind, that they are living ina 
carelefs flate. You will find this delufion moft prevalent a- 
mong thofe who have acquired, in one way or other, a fpecu- 
lative knowledge of the leading doStrin es of the gofpel, They 


afient to all you fay of fin and duty, the neceiity of being 
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born again,growthinreal religion, and bringing forth the fruits 
of righteoufnefs; and fo long as you dwell on general termson 
he mott important fubjects, you will fcarcely difcern where 
their fubterfuge is. But come to perfonal religion ; inquire 
minutely, not of the neceflity of conviétion and “converfien in 
general, but what they have felt of the work af the Spirit of 
God on their own fouls, “rey will tell you what they ought to 
have felt. “Tell them again what must be, elfe they muft pe- 
rh ; infift on it ; inquire clofely, if at any time of their lives 
they have been le d to exclaim, What fhall I do to be faved? 
iexamine; re-examine, Have you had any fleeplefs nights 
and reitiefs days on account of your fin? Were you ever, for 
any length of time, afraid that you were in the road to hell? 
What way did you come by your religion ! f Were you ever 
awakene é to a fenfe of your danger i in a natural ftate, by af- 
fliction, or reading the Bible, or a fermon, or by any means? 
Did you ever tee yourfelves without Chrift, unbelievers, and 
having neither lot nor part in-God’s inheritance? Were you 
ever alarmed with thou ghts of death, judgment and eternity? 
Vhefe queitions put shige to a ftand : they know not what to 
anfwer. ‘Vheir confcience, fleepy as it is, will not fuffer them 
potitively to fay that they have experienced what they never 
felt. Proceed again; tell them you are converting with them 
for eternity: afk what: they think regeneration to be; they will 
gi ive you a pretty accurate defcription of it, from what they 
have learned from books or fermons. Well, afk again, Is 
there any falvation for a foul of man without being bern again? 
They confefs there is not. Propofe again: Well then, the 
great queition with yeu and me is, Am I born again ? What 
fay you to that? You know there can be no ‘regeneration 
without conviction, and converfion from our evil thoughts and 
ways. Men are not born again and taken to Heaven fleeping. 
‘Phe religion of Chrift ts a ‘real thorough change of heart and 
life; a turning from darknefs to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto CG od. What fay you to thefe things? Are you 
born avain ? No; we cannot fay we are. What! ret born 
acrain; no union to Chrift, nor communion with him, and yet 
{9 cool indifferent on the fubje&t ! What if you die in this 
ftate! Are you not afraid ? Flos can you be at eafe? What 
way do you get reft night or day ! How can you eat or fleep ? 
Surely if you believed what you fay, you would be in defpair. 
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To all fuch Hlemn queries, you will find the genera! anfwer 
to be, “ What can we do? We have flothful, “carnal hearts. 

It is only a day of power that can do for us.”” Poor blinded 
finners |! They thus wreft to their own deftruction one of the 


leading ‘and great doctrines of the book of God, viz. that fal- 


vation is altogether of grace ;'a doctrine which, when viewed 
in conneétion with the other doétrines of God’s word, is the 
daily food and fong of all God’s children. But fo infatuated 
are multitudes of toolifh profeffors, that they call their ftupid, 
carnal form of religion by the name of waiting at the pool of 
ordinances, and ftupify their confciences, by faving, “ Chrift 
muft do all, we can do nothing.” “T hus they go on from 
time to time, having a form “of godlinefs, but denying the 
power thereof: and although when you clofely deal with their 
fouls, they muft confefs that they know nothing, as yet, of real 
religion, they are like a bear robbed of her whelps if you call 
in queftion their Chriftianity, or refufe them privileges, as 
they call them, viz. baptifm and the Lord’s fupper. 

But of all fuch characters, none are farther from the king- 
dom of Heaven than thofe who have acquired a fpeculative 
knowledge of the doétrines of grace, chiefly from former con- 
victions and impreffions of religion, but have finned them a- 
way. ‘* (he man that wandereth out of the way of under- 
ftanding, fhall remain in the congregation of the dead,’’ Proy, 
xxi, 16, Their con(ciences are peculiarly hardened, and when 
by reafoning you drive them from their vain confidence of 
former conviations and impreffions, they are fure to fhelter 
themfelves under the fubterfuge of a day of power; and no 
reafoning whatever can perfuade them but they are waiting 
for it, although they are living in a carelefs and carnal manner. 
Dreadful infatuation! Ah ! did we believe that if we perifh 
itis our own blame, and that nothing but the power and 
grace of God can fave our perifhing fouls, what effects would 
it produce on our hearts and lives ? To fee a poor carnal pro- 
feffor of religion talking about the privileges of the gofpel 
with a whole heart, and trifling with every important duty, 
by faying, I can do nothing till a day of power, is the moft 
hocking fpectacle we can behold. It is an attempt to lay fin 
at God’s door, and a plain declaration, if we perith, 2 day of 
power is to blame. Ah ! did we believe that nothing but fo- 
vereign grace and almighty power can overcome the rebellion 
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ef our hearts, what monflers of iniquity would we Confider 
ourfelves? If we believed that we were enemies againit ali 
(sod’s perfections—his holy law--the exertions of his rich, 
unmerited love,—againft Jefus in his infinite merit and un- 
fearchable fulnefs, and againft the Holy Spirit in all bis gra- 
cious operations, where w vould we feek to hide our guilty heads? 
Did we know that every act of fin is a murdering of ourfelves, 
and the more effeQually to fecure our inevitable de ftruction, 
a. thing ourtelves again{t the eternal, immutable, holy and 
juit th rone of the Moft High: did we perceive that We, poor 
wretched creatures, full of inveterate and invincible yeows 
againit Jehovah, oppole the Almighty in whatever way be re 
reals himfelf: did we but know, that we are the very perfons, 
sha raving broken all Goa’s juft, holy and reafonable com- 
mandments, reject with difdain every overture of peace and 
‘acqralinngion made to us through God’s dear Son: Ah! were 
‘e perfuaded that we run from God while he follows us with 
nis or grace and love; with the tears, fufferings, blood, 
death and burial of his own Son; with the remonftrances, i in- 
vitations and intreaties of his word; with the mercies and 
judgments of his holy providence ; with the convictions and 
calls of his holy step did we know, that the beft anfwer we, 
of ourfelves, ever gave him, was, frem the bottom of a heart 
fully intent on 5 he it faid, “ Depart from us, for we defire 
not the knowledge of thy ways,” Job xxi. 14. Add to al] this, 
if we faw but very ob{curely, the awful majefty, juftice and 
holinefs of that God, agall ft whom we pocr fmoking fire - 
brands have acted, and then fay whom we would ad for 
our deftruction. With fuch views of ourfelves, of fin, and of 
God, it is impofhible for any one to fpeak or think lightly of 
the necefity of the power of God in order to falvation. The 
very thought that nothing elfe, nor notuing lefs, can over- 
come our defperately wicked hearts, would either males us run 
headlong to defpair, or, viewed in the faith of/the gofpel, what 
: f-loathing, what fel if condemns ywhat anxicty, what heart- 
breaking, what crying to the Bard would it work in us !— 
Then we wor oney underftand the import of that {triking fant 
fare, for. xxx1. 18. “I have furely heard Epbraim bemoaning 
bimfelf és b hou haf chattifed me, and I was chaftifed as 2 
bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke. ‘Turn thou me, and I 


hall be turned 











On waiting for a Day of Power. 365 


One great part of experimental religion is, not only to con- 
demn one’s felf on acc sunt of fin, to attribute a man’s wretch- 
ednefs, blindnefs and nakednefs altogether to himfelf, and to 
jultify.God im condemning him, but alfo to-mourn bitterly it 
is altogether owing to his pride, unbelief, hardriefs and obfti- 
nacy, that he is not eminently holy, and far advanced in con- 
formity to the divine image, and in doing the will of Gods 
Sin in all its forms is then fure to be a man’s oWn property. 
Nor can there be any juftifying of God, nor condemning of 
one’s /¢if, nor true humiliation, nor repentance, til! this & the 
cafe. So long as men lay their fin at the door of another, as 

our firft parents after the fall; efpecially fo long as men falk 
of the want of a day of power, as being the reefon at leaft 
why they are not born again, and why they do not abound in 
the duties of the fpiritual and divine life, they are proud, im- 
penitent and unbelieving. The child of God knows that no- 
thing could begin, nor carry on a work of grace in his foul, 
but “ftiwatcinn mercy and divine power ; but this gives him 
the moft humiliating difcovery of his wretched charadtér.— 
What! can nothing but almighty power bring down the 
heart to fubmit to infinite love,mercy and grace? The thought 
is overwhelming; and never can be feripturally be rig with- 
eut producing the effeéts mentioned, Ezck. xvi. 63. “ That 
thou mayeft remember and be confounded, and never,open 
thy mouth aay more, becaufe of thy fhame, when f am paciti- 
ed towards thee, for all that thou hatt done, faith the Lord.’”’ 
Ah! poor foolifh formalifts in religion, how far are you from 
unde; Riding this paflaze! When you are told of your ne= 
aleét of the “important duties of faith, repentance; leve to 
Chrift, and wreftling with God in prayer, the vanity of your 
empty form of eodlinefs, and the immediate necefity of being 

born from above, you vainly think that you anfwer all by fay- 
ing you can do nothing without a day of power. Did you 
believe what you fay, you could have no eafe in your prefent 

carnal, fecure ftate, and you wuld never open your mouth a- 
ny more in this way. Think, “ah! think how much you do to 
ruin your fouls and provoke God. You fet up idols in your 
hearts, you are carnally minded, you trifle with the facred or- 
dinances of God; but you will not believe, repent, love God, 
nor bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. Why? Becaufe you 
Ff 
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qi! - not. This is the great controverly that Jehovah has with 
you, Baek. xxxul. 31. “¢ And they come unto thee as the peo- 
ie cometh, and they fit before thee as my people, and they 
hear chy words, but they will not do them; for with thcir 
mouth they fhew much love, but their heart goeth after their 
coveroufnets.”” Luke xiii. 34.4 O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, which 
killett che prophets, and ttoneft them that are fent unto thee; 
how often would f ‘Have gathered thy childicn together, as . 
hen doth gather her* brood under ber wings, and ye would 
net.” John v. 40. % And you will not come unto me that 
you might have life.” fetus flands knocking at the door of 
your hearts by his word, Syirit and providence ; but you tear 
him out by unbelief, harduefs and i impeniten cy: and yet you 
vainly conceit that you are willing to receive him, and are 
w2 ting for a day of power to fave you. Oh! be intreated 
by the awfal realities of an eternal world, not thus to deceive 
yourfelves. Kaow for certain, God is a God of truth when 
hy tays, Ezek. xviit. 23. “¢ Have I any pleature at all that the 
wicked fhould die, and not that he fhould turn from his way 
aid jive??? Chao. xxxill. 11. As I live, faith the Lord 
Go, | have no pleafure in the death of the wicked, but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil ways ; for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael.” 
Reve iil. 20. © Behold I ftand at the door and knock; if 
any man hear my voice and open the docr, t will come in to 
him, and will fup with him and he with me.” Thefe are the 
true fayings of Ged. It is then not only foolifh, but very 
wicked, to infinuate , that you are willing to be fouled, but 
God wil not fave voKt. Let God be true, but every mana liar. 
He you would wiih to enter into difpute about your natural 
and moral inability: bat, difpute afi de, all you could gain by 
itis, a heaping up to your! (elves wrath ag ainft the day of wrath 
aud evelation of the righteous judgment of God. Tell me, 
in one word, is it God, or your own witke d hear:, that leads 
you to live a carnel, fecure, and irreligious life? You dare 
not charce iton God. Therefore, talk no longer of ‘your 
waiting for aday of power. None in God’s creation will 
believe you, till your heart and flefh cry out for the living 
God—till you have at leaft the fame anxiety for it, that a fick 
perfon has, after a dreary, patnful and fleeplefs night, for the 
light of the morning. T hen would the Sun of Righteoufnels 








ir. 
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arife upon you, with healing under his wings. But, if you live 
and die earelefsly, dreaming of a day of power, remember that 
whea the fecrets of hearts are judged by, the gofpel of falva- 
tion, every mouth fhall be ftopped, and the world of impeni- 
tent and unbelieving finners be found guilty and felf-con- 
demned before God. 
W. B. 

N. B. Let not thofe who profefs to preach the gofpel of 
God’s grace, hum-over the doctrines of free grace, man’s in- 
ability to. do good, and the necefiity of a day of power to 
change the heart, without infifting on the oblirations of the 
divine law, of faith and repentance, and praétical holincfs and 
growth in grace, If they do, the backflidings of the ungodiy, 
and the blood of all the fouls whom they thus deceive, fhali be 
found in their fkirts. Ezek. ii, 17—~22. Chap. xxxii. 7. 
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[ For rhe Weftern Mijfionary Magazine. ] 


The ADDRESS 

Of a number of the young Subjecs of the prevailing extraordi- 
nary operations, toa certain claf[s of the Profeffors of Rel:- 

gion——Profefjors of Christianity. 
iii, our youth and inexperience render it improper 
for us to engage in a controverfy, for which, at pre- 
fent, we have neither tafte nor inclination, a painful fenfe of 
injury difpefes us to complain of the treatment which we have 
received [rom you. But as your ideas of the fubje and ours 
are fo different, that you profefs to have acted a meritorious 
part; this memorial, containing a ftatement of facts to which 
you have already given publicity, will probably Be received 
by you as a tribute duc to your piety and zeal in eppofing the 

works of the Devil. , 

Sometime ago, 2s you well Know; we were ciddy, carelefs, 
and without apprehenfions of mifery; the terrors of God’s 
law did not alarm us, nor the allurements of his gofpel engage 
our attention. But fuddénly the fceme was changed; our fouls 
were plunged in deep diftrefs, and our hearts were filled with 
forrows to which we had heretofore been ftrangers. In thefe 
mournful circumftances, ey not expect confolation from 
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the openly profane, although we imagined that a view of our 
diftrefs would have brought tars trom the eyes of the mcft 
barbarous favage. ‘Nor have we been much difappoinied, by 
the ungenerous treatment which we have received irom thefe 
men, who, in the garb of the minifters of the Prince cf Pezce, 
go about like recruiting fergeants, beating up for voiunteers, 
and promoting drfcord and fch:{m, in order to fubferve party or 
pecuniary purpofes. Much lets did we expeet rational, can- 
did, or generous treatment from the lawlefs pens of thoiv men, 
who, from the very fame altar on which they facrificed our 
fentiments and character, have alfo cauted the {moke of tm- 
molated truth and delicaey, juftice and dccency, to afcend.— 
But from you, the profeil:d followers of the benevolent Jefus, 
eur own friends and neighbours, and many of you grown old 
in the profeffion of that religion which breathes pity and 
compaffion to the miferable, we looked for advice and com- 
miferation ; and we expected your fympathy, and an intereft 
in your prayers. But alas! we were miferably difappointed : 
you have {ported with our tears, defpifed our groans and our 
prayers; and the malignant darts caft from your unrelenting 
hands, {till quiver in our trembling and bleeding hearts. By 
you we have been mifreprefented and calumniated ; and while 
teftimony and arguments, on our behalf, have been rejected 
with fcorn, you have colleéted with avidity, and circulated 
with zeal and pleafure, every thing that malice could invent, 
or falfchood utter againft us. Unexpectedly infulted and 
wounded by you, we turned our attention to our minifters, 
and, with the exception of a very few, who appeared to take 
doubtful ground, we did not look up to them in vain; for 
they pitied our cafe, treated us with friendfhip, told us eur 
faults, pointed out the rocks which we ought to fhun, warned 
us of our danger, and directed and urged us to flee to him 
who has compaffion on the ignorant and thofe wno are out 
of the way. But to this, our laft and deareft human afylum, 
has your vengeance purfued us, and from it you have endea- 
voured to drive us; and becaufe our minifters will not aban- 
don us, in the day of our diftrefs, and either controul our feel- 
ings, a tafk beyond theif power, or banifh us from the houle 
of God, for which they have no authority from Chrift, they 
are expofed to your indignation and reproach, and fome of you 
threaten to do all in your power to deprive them of temporal 


fu pport. 
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It is now time to inquire, by what cundudi have we merit- 
ed the above treatment ? Are we more immoral and profane, 
more carelefs in attegding upon the ordinances of G.d, more 
uncivil and unfriendly, fince we have fallen under your dif- 
pleafure, than we formerly were, when we enjoyed your 
friendfh p? You will anfwer, in the negative, and fay, that 
our conduct, in relation to the above particulars, is not worle 
than formerly, and with refpect to many of us, it is much bet- 
ter; but this is of no importance, while we ftand charged © 
with the following unpardonable crimes, viz. 

Sometimes; in the anguifh of our fouls, we are compelled 
to violate the ordinary rules of decor um, by groaning, and cry- 
ing to God tor mercy, during the time of public worfhip; ané —* 
our bodies are frequently the fubjedts of an agitation which 
Wwe cannot controul, although we know that it expofes us to 
your indignation and contempt: and it is probabie that fome 
of us, during the extreme agitation of our bodies and minds, 
may have fpoken with that temerity and imprudence, which 
in our cooler moments we would difavow, as we have no 
claims to perfeétion, nor infpiration, And what is probably the 
worft of all, we fometimes try to footh¢ our throbbing breafts 
by attempting to praife God in pfalms, hymns and fpiritual i 
fongs, in conformity to the advice of tbe infpired Apoftle. m} 4, 
Nor will ‘we deny, that fince we have been the fubjeéts of HP 
thefe extraordinary operations, we are convinced that thofe 
praying focieties, which you cannot tclerate, are as favourable 
to morality and piecy, as thofe jovial affemblics which you 
treat with fo much charity and indulgence. 

Now thefe things comprehend all that you can prove a- 
gainft us by credible teftimony, and if they are criminal, we 
plead guilty; but if they can be traced, ultimately, to igiital 
caufes, as fome of you imagine, then your angry paffions 
ought not to be excited thereby, becaufe the laws of Chrifti- 
anity and humanity entitle us to your fympathy; more efpecial- 
Jy as you do not know how-foon fimilar caules may produce 
7 Me lar effects on yourfelvess And if we are the fubj-Gs of a 

work of the Devil, as many of you alledge, you ought to pity. ; 
us, and pray for us; and it weuld require the heart as demon, | 
to ridicule and infult us in fuch deplorable circumftances, and 
banifh us from the houfe of God, ie oft likely place tocb. 
Ff? 
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tain deliverance. But if the operations of which we are the 
fubjeéts, can be traced to the hand of God upon us, either in 
mercy or in judgment, ill-nature and ridicule, on your part, 

betray a difpofition not very honouraEle to your hearts; and 
if this work, which you oppofe fo violently as the work of the 
Devil, fhould happen to be the work of the Spirit of God, 

you will probably find, in the iffue, that you have engaged in 
avery unequal and dangerous war. However, as your fu- 
perior fagacity has enabled you, without waiting for the tefti- 
mony which the nature of the cafe de -mands, to decide pe- 
remptorily, that the agitation of our bodies al exercile of 
our minds preceed either from natural caufes, or from the 
Devil, we muft prefume that you are perfectly acquainted 
with the texture of human nature, and accurately underftand 
the nature and operation of thofe laws by which fenfations of 
the body produce emotions of the mind, and emotions of the 
mind fenfations of the body ; and that you can trace the hif- 
tory of human fenfation along its chain of caufes up to the 
firft one, with fuch unerring precifion as to be able to defcribe 
every link of that chain; and without waiting for the teftimo- 
ny which time will afford, pronounce inftantly what is from 
God, what from man, and what from the Devil, in all thofe 
fenfations and emotions of which human nature may be the 
fubject. But we ftand on much lower ground than you do ; 
therefore it would not become us, on a fubject fo important, 
and in which we are {fo deeply interefted, to hazard a hafty 
decifion. Our ignorance of the laws of the union and the 
exifting fympathy between the foul and the body, and alfo of 
the or ganization, powers and functions of the nerves and ani- 
mal fpirits, together with our ignorance of the precife lirnits 
of the influence which good and evil {pirits may have on hu- 
man nature, all combine to render us incapable of tracing the . 
operations in queftion, throngh all their proximate caufes, to 
ithe original, with fo much rapidity and certainty as you have 
done. Nor are we capable, like you, of prediéting future e- 
vents with fo much precifion as to know certainly how thefe 
operations will terminate : we can only judge of the caufes 
and termination of the bodily and mental exercifes in queftion, 
by the effects and tendencies of thofe exercifes; and if they 
terminate favourably with refpect to any of us, it will be ow- 
ing tothe undeferved mercy of God, in Jefus Chrift, and 
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will be a certain evidence that God, and not the Devil, is the 


author of the work. 

But, whatever may become of us, and whether we are the 
fubjects of a work of God, a work of the Devil, or a work 
which may be traced to natural caufes, it becomes you to tn- 
quire if it is likely to afford you much Confolation tn the hour 
of death, that inftead of affifting a numbcr of inexperienced 
young people, in the day of their diltreis, by your advice and 
your prayers, you have aggravated their mucry and inercaled 
their grief. Howevery that.in the day of your calamity you 
may experience more fricndihip and compafhon, from God 
and man, than we have experienced from you, is the praycr of 


FIUNDREDS OF DisTRESSED YOUNG PEOPLE.“ 














-——— ED 


The MISERABLE INFIDEL. 
To the Editor of the Lendin Evangelical Magazine. 


Sik, 

IT has often been o' ferved, thst the greateft degree of errer and fiupit'i ity 
concerning moral ob!igation and ¢ uty, anda flace of retributi min the word 
t> chme, is found in certain perfons who have been the fubje@s «¢ feri us 
impreflions, and by iong refifting their own cunfeiences anc the firrvine of 
Gods Spirit, have provoked him to leave them to their own } indnels ond 
luiis. Asa warning to others, I have tranimet:ed you the folowsg ine 
tance: 


MAN who pofleffed reafon and fagacity above the ¢om- 
mon proportion, and about the age of thirty, fell into 
fuciia ftate of debility as rendered im incapable c 3 much at- 
tention to bufinefs. Before this, he had difcovered an inordi- 
nate attachment to property, and omitted neither diligence, 
nor art, nor parfimony, to obtain it. His ftate was call d 
Hypochondriac by his seighbours; for a certain reclufenef of 
temper prevented his communicating to them the diftract d 
feelings of his mind. When he wes in this ff ote, [ accidentally’ 
pafled a day in his company. Atter a fhort converfatior, I 
diicovered marks of 2 wounded corfeience, and tld hm my 
fufvicton, that his whole dif. rder proceeded from anxiety on 
{piritual zec unts. Finding | hed detedét:d bis feelings, he 
made a frank acknowledynvept + was the cale ; but lisited 
fs i 4 
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‘ 


that it might remain a fecret with me.. He told me of fundry 
times in his’ paft life, when, for fhort feafons, his Him atthe 
had continually accufed him. He had feenm himfelf to be a 
finner, if there were any truth in the Scriptures; and he 
dreaded an appearance before God, as the moft awful of all 
events; ftill he could not bear to think of another kind of life, 
and of parting with thofe worldly defigns which had governed 
his paft conduct. He faid he had been many months in this 
fituation, and fomething Continually founded in his ears, that 
he was a Gomer, that he muft die and come to judgment, and 
without another ftate of heart mult be miferable; but, added 
he, I cannot part with my wordly fchemes ; I muft again be 
aman of bufinefs;. ] have juft laid a foundation for fuccefs ; 
and if I cive way to thefe apprehentions, there is an end of my 
profpests, This 1 own to be the caufe of all my gloom, and 
if I could put another world, and my own preparations for it, 
out of fight, I fhould again beia happy man.’ 

I immediately perceived, that although he felt fome convics 
tion of the truth, he was contending with one who will-pre- 
vail. I fet hefore him the danger of refitting fueh impreflions; 
the folly of pcre, an avaricious life of gain to the immor- 
tal interefts of his foul; and the fuperior wifdom of fubordi- 
nating alk our worldly ‘labours; views and hopes to our eter- 
nal well-being, I endeavoured to fhew him his true flate, 
his need of another heart, the danger of his being left to a 
moit ruinous blindnefs, and toveternal mifery, After much 
folemn converfation, we parted, 

Nearly a year from this time, we had another opportunity 
for free difcourfe. It was fought by himfelf, with an evident 
defign to confront and reproach me for the exhortation I had 
given him with the moft friendly intention. [| inftantly faw 
that his ferioufnefs was departed, and his con{fcience feared. 
By his own account, he continued feveral months longer in 
that {tate of apprehenfion and refiftance to the truth which has 
been defcribed ; when he came to the rafh opinion, that the 
whole of his paft feelings were but an hypochondriac gloom; 
and {upported himfelf by ‘the following argument :— You knew 
that hypochondriacifm is a falfe imagination of the mind; and 
within one week after I detected my folly in being fo anxious 
for another world, I became we!] and happy, and have fo con- 
tinued.’ He further added, “ I now think that all the noti- 
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ons I have had concerning the holinefs of God,and the rewards 
of another world, are falfe. . As to fin, it is beidentt there can 
be no fuch things nor fhall I any more exift after this body 
dies, than thofe trees before us will exitt hereafter, 2nd be 
happy or miferable.” © Buty” replcd, “ is it not a glcomy 
thought, that your exiftence will ceafe when your body dies?”? 
*° As for that,” he anfwered, “ I cannot help it; and we muft 
make the moft of what we have.’?. I perceived him-deter- 
mined not to think, Jeit it fhould make him unhapp'; and on 
my folicitcully urging him to review the momentcus fubje &, 
be became peevith, and taid | was tr ying to give myfclt n- i ee 
portance in the world, bya all I faid concerning religion, By a 

Fis hife, for levies’ years after this, was fuch as might be i 
expected from his principles. Riches were his idol. His par- 
fimony preferved him from licentious excefs. Honeft men 
detefted the principles by which they faw him to be governed. 
His unprincipled aflociates were afraid of falling under his 
> power. There was fomething in his countenance inde(cribable, 
‘ that marked him for another Cain; and while mans, through 
neceflity, reforted to him for affittance, there was ‘not a man 
; on earth that loved him, Pafling over feveral parts of his 
. condut, which evidently proceeded from an endeavour to e- 
, rafe Fem his mind-a fenfe of moral obli; gation, of. fin, ahd’ a 
sate where impenitent finners fhall receive a reward ree 
’ ding to their deeds, I fhall nowcome to his death-bed. A juft 
Providence forbade him a Jong ftate of decay, as a feafon of 
edmonition and preparation for ¢ eternity, He iad his call be- 
fore, and it was rejected. An awful accident Ina moment 
placed him in a hopelefs ftate, and within two daysvof his exit 
from this wor'd.. This aceident, though fatal, did roi Home 
diately affect his head, and the powers of reafon were in full 
: frength. 

Now behold the man who exploded moral obligation, deni- 
ed the exiftence of fins detesmincd: these was ino future Iife, 
and confequently no punifhment for him 5 and ali this for the 
fake of gaining and enjoying this world without the molefa- 
tions of his own confcience. True it is, that, in this awful 
moment, he was left toa great degree of judicial blindnegs 
coacerning another world, the nature of hopeful-preparation 
fer death, and -_ juft and eternal reward of fin; but mifery 
and difmay rofe upon him from a quarter he did not expect, 
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His beloved fchemé of ceafing to exift at death, became his 
terror. ‘And have [ now,” faid he, “* done with exiftence? 
Shall 1 prefently ceafe to think, to fee, to feel? Am If to exit 
but a few moments filled with pain, and then lie down to be 
nothing forever? I am paincd for the fruits of my labour;— 
I have laboured for nothing ;=1 cannot bid farewell to the 
earnings of fo many years.”” 

On being told, by one who had not known his previous o- 
pinions, that he certainly fhould exift; and that the future be- 
ing of men was indicated by nature, and made fure by fcrip- 
tural evidence, an afpect of ftill greater horror fettled on his 
countenance ; and, after a paufe of a minute, he replied, “ If 
thofe Scriptures are true, eternity will be more dreadful to 
me than the lofs of being ; yet, how dreadiul the idea of fink- 
ing into eternal thoughtlefs night !’’— 1 his ftruggle of feeling 
latted but 2 few minutes befére this nitferable man either funk 
iato the eterna! fleep which he dreaded, or opened his eyes in 
an eternity to him more dreadful ! 

Such ase the dying comforts of impiety and infidelity.— 
Thus, at laft, will the excufes and pleas of irreligion torment 
thofe who adopt them in their lives to quict an accufing con- 
fcience, and refift the warnings of the Holy Spirit, who ftrives 
with men. This is a fearful example of that blindnefs into 
which many are left judicially to fall, through grieving the 
Spirit of grace. 

y a 


Tothis ftriking Narrative, we beg leave to add the following impreflive 
pafi-ge trom a Sermon on ~ Pet. ii. 11. delivered by the Rev. Mr, Maton, 
ot New York,when in London, and communicated by a Fricnd who heard 
1 i— 


“BUT there are men who fet up for wi/e-men: they 
have di covered the impofture; they have found our the cheat; 
they wifh to unfhackle you ;-——they would releafe vou from 
your thraldéom. From your thraldom ! What! from the 
thraidom of.a Aepe of the everlasting kingdom! Do you with to 
92 relcafed from fuch thraldum f God have mercy on you if 
you do! Have they aught to give in com promife ? Can they 
tell us what awiits teyond that grave ? Nay tf they think at 
all, it is darknefs, uncertainty and dread conjecture, The 
leugh of a fool 1s a miferable exchange for an eternal hope. 
W iV, cruel Philofoohe ry, Wi uid you tzke awzy the jov of n y 
heare? Why would you remit me to the melancholy thought 
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of no paternal Providence—no redceming love? Enjoy your 
guilt alone ;——breathe out your complaiits to the wocds and 
to the rocks ;—curfe not me with your difeoveries, nor kill 
me with pour truths, Oh, comfoitiefs Heavens ! Oh, melan- 
choly earth! Oh, gloomy world! Oh, wretched eben with- 
out the profpeét of an entrance into the Mafter’s kinedom. 
How loud the winds howl! How leud the waves roar! How 
cruel the ftorm! Tofled hither and thither by the tcmpeft, 
directed by no pilot, but where Lethe flows, where the black 
river of Oblivion rolls! Ob! no, no, eas 3 not upon fuch 
terms. Keep your difeoverics ;—-we won’t give up our nit 
of “an entrance into the kingdom ;” ard we will prefs clofer 
to our hearts the precious volume which reveals it to us 
This is the anchor of our fouls.” 








[ F rom the Conneficut E vangelical Magazine] 


A NARRATIVE 


Of a Revival of Religion in Middlebury, a Parifh of Water- 
bury, in the years 17g9 and 1800 5 communicatea to the Edi- 
tors by the Rev. la Hart, Pastor of the Church in faid- 
place. 

GENTLEMEN, 

AVING read with much pleafere and profit, the ac- 

counts in your very ufeful Mavazine, of the late won 
dertul work of God in this and the adjacent ftates; I feel en- 
couraged to fend you a narrative of what the fame beneficent 
and merciful being has done for us in this place. Although 
the number of the converted or convinccd here is not fo areat 
as in fome other places of which you have publifhed an ac- 
count; yet envugh has been done to awaken many flumbering 

Chriftians to more exalted. and pure devotion, and to exc te 

‘sete to Zion’s King, from many who were /piritually dead. 
tis animating in deed, to hear the forme: worldting nae at 

fectionately and feelingly of the gofpcl of Jefus Chrift ; 

opprfer commending the doctrines of grace, and to foe jn 

cace gay and volatilé youth take each other by the hand, fay- 
ing, “Come and Jet us go up tothe mountain of the Lorc, te 
the. houfe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us ot his 
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ways, and we will walk in his paths.’* The Lord will 
build up Jerufalem, let us be glad and rejoice. 

This tociety is but lately soraned, and I am the firft fettled 
roiniiter. 1 am informed that Sensi years fince, there was a 
fmall revival ot religion, and feveral perfons added to the 
eburch, At the time of my fettlement, while every thing elfe 
appeared favourable, the fpirit and power of vital piety feem- 
ed almolt vone. There was acommendabte and general pune- 
tuality in attending public worfhip on the Sabbath; but not 
that antmatiog, that fixed, engaged attention and folemnity 
which charaterize thof who tread the courts of the Lord to 
be fed with the bread of life and the waters of life. We had 
a numberof praying fami:es; but alas ! too many in which the 
morning and evening facrifice was not offered to God, and 
- fupplication made by parents, for the gracious prefence of 

Redeemer with shhenbbatoes aad their children. 

" ‘veral cafes of difcipline cxifted in the church, which re- 
quired the tendereft management, and lay upon the brethren 
as a heavy burd-n, All faw and acknowledged the evil, and 
longed to have it removed; but in the ceneral ictadtivity and 
difcourarement, and owing perhaps in fome degree to the want 
of a {tiled minifter, nothiny eff Gual Had been done. The 
church ap sew d timid, and fome of the enemies of the crofs 
ex i'ted and caft reproach, It will appear, however, that our 
fi: fui fears were not realized; and that Chrift, the great Head 
of the esurch, caufed the fweet influences of bis grace to breek 
forth from this very quarter, whence we expe d trouble ane 
danger, on which we grounded our fears of difunion, and which | 
appeared at the time to hane over us as a portentous cloud. 

Returning home from fome places where there was a re- 
vi i my mind eeu impreficd with the idea, that nothing 
fo eff tually kept «ff the divine bleffing from us, as our - 
glect al thofe c: sfes of difcipline. The church were urged 
proceed immediately, and being foon convinced that iat oN 
tion mult begin at th: houfe of God, entered into the. affair 
with {pirit. I foon found that dividual had for fome time 

paft been wreftling with God in prayer, and had a ftrong 
«08 : that what thev heard from other plages, would be foon 
realized here. This helped to encourage them and others t@ 
proceed agaiait an offending brother w ithout delay. In Juy 
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a complaint was regularly exhibited, and a day for the trial 
appointed. A circumftance now tock place which fhewed 
that the Lord was on our fide. “Though the accufed, a man 
aged about 80, appeared for fome time not to regard the fum- 

nons of the church, and though pains were taken to fupprefs 
the evidence; yet ick was the power of God, that he found 
no peace, tili his heart melted, and he appeared ard plead 
guilty to the complaint. His venerable appearance, his appa- 
rent deep-felt penitence and humility, oe the {cene pe- 
culiarly affecting to the church and to his own tamily. On 
his confeffion, which was public, he was re hove to our cha- 
rity and communion. It was indecd a folemn tranfeéticn, 
and feemed to intereft the whole audience, and to make an 
imoreflion highly favourable to religion. 

Soon after, returmng from a neighbouring f fccicty, I called 
at his houfe. I perceived a ftranger prefent, and a Pa 
able alteration in the countenances of the family ; but whether 
there was any thing fpecial, or whether their feelings were 

unfavourably excited on account of my conduct in the late af- 
fair of di fcipline, I knew not, a then my agreeable fur- 
prife, when toon ¢alled upon by the mother tn tears to anfwer 
to her daughter and the opel er the preat queftion, © What 
thall we do to be faved?” To this unexpeéted queftion I 
gave the feripture anfwer, ard foon found they were indeed 
pricked in their hearts. And here the late awakening with 
which a merciful and fovereizn God hath vifited es mzy be 
proverly faid to begin. It was foon found that other mem- 
bers of the fame family were, in er {tate of convidlion, 
This interpofition of God was too friking to pafs unnoticed, 
it was manifefted to the church, and te all, that the way of du- 
ty is the way of fafety, and the way tn witch divine blefiings 
are ufually difpenfed. It ferved to aroufe tke friends of Zion. 
They awoke from difcouragement and declenfion; and their 
hearts and mouths began to open on the fubjcct of religion, 
It was judged proper, though in tse moft bufy feafon of the 
year, immediately to appaint octafional leQures. ‘Thefe were 
firft preached at private houfes, but the number of hearers 
foon made it neceflary to attend in the meeting-houfe. Thefe 
lectures were feveral of therm preached by neighbouring mi- 
nifters, to whom we are greatly indebr od for their kind in- 
fruaic ns and:Jabours ef leve. New cafes of conviion foon 
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accurred in different parts of the fociety ; the {till fmall voice 
ot God here and there fpoke to fundry carelefs and fecure fin. 
ners, caufing great dittrefs of mind, and a moft anxious in- 
quiry after the way of efcape from the wrath to come. Our 
lectures were ferioufly and folk muly attended ; the Sabbath 
was a folemn day; in private companies, and in the corners of 
the {treets, religion was the theme of converfation.  Profeffi 
iag Chriftians confefled with tears their fhort comings in du- 
ty, and the wound the bic{icd Redeemer had here received in 
the houfe of his frends. they looked back with grief and 
wonder upon themfelyes, and melted with contrition before 
God. ‘The aged aid the yo ung were agreed in faying, “ it 
was never fo fen in our Ifrael.’”? Phe call for religious initruc- 
tion was now fo grea‘, that it became neceflary, befides the 

lectures, to eftaplifh conferences, which were attended by 
piviahins with great ferioufnefs an d profit. 

As feveral of the ficft cates of conviction were among the 
youth, a ferious oppofition was.onu the eve of commencing a- 
mong fomi¢’es the young people, who cojected to the religious 

attention of their companions, as calculated to deftroy their 
amufements. On thefe they were bent: take thefe away, 
they could almoft fay with Micah, “« Ye have taken away my 
Gods, and what have I more ?” ‘A merciful God interpofed, 
and taught them that the work was his own. ‘They wifely 
and pradently defifted, that they might not be found hghting 
againft God. One young man, on the appearance of religi- 
ous concern among the youth, began profanely to ridicule 
thofe who were under diftref of mind,: In the midft of his 
career, he attended public worfhip on the Sabbath, and as he 
entered the gallery, God met and pierced him with a fharp 
arrow of conviGio ite rte ftumbled to a feat, and amid the 
horrors of a guilty, awakened confcience, fat trembling in 
view of truth and the aw/ul iniquity of his heart ; and foon 
a ifte r teitified to the excellency of that Saviour and that reli- 
gion which he before defpifed. This providence was I be- 
jieve generally received by the youth as an admonition from 
heaven. They gave up their vain amufements, crouded to 
conferences ant ‘ leStures, and a goodly number of them have, 
as we charitably kope, been brought from darknefs to light. 
Ic was adead's glori. tis feafon ; a feafon which will long be 
remembered by many precious fouls, as the time of their ef- 
poutals co Chrift. . 
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Ait the clofe of the vear I found thé number of perfons fe- 
rioufl, impreffed to be about 7o—14 of this number belonged 
to the E pifco; val fociety, but as they had not conftant preach- 
ing in their own church, they generally attended with us.— 
Some had already cbrained a hope of cordial reconciliation ro 
God through Jeius Chrift, but many others refuted to fubmit 
themfelves to Chrift on the terms of the gofpel. To the 
number above mentioned who appeared to be uncer great 
d ftrefs of mind, may probably be added many others, who 
were more or lefs alarmed, aS there was an almoft general ap- 
pearance of ferioufnefs and alarm throughout the fociety. 

Confidering the importance of a right judgement of our- 
felves, in the view of divine truth, and the extreme danger of 
thofe who fettle down on a falfe profeffion, [ judged it proper 
wot to encourage thofe.who had obtained hopes, to a fudden 
union with thechurch. ‘he duty of felf-examination, and a 
faithful comparifon of their views and exercifes with the truths 
of God’s word, were ftronyly urged, that they might not 
come to the gofpe el feaft without a “ wedding garment,” of 
conformity of heart to Chrift. No a ddition to the church 
from among them took place until the fummer of 1800, when 
at different times 35 were received; 6 have been fince admit- 
ted, making tn the whole 41. Or ‘heli a few had entertain- 
ed a previous hope, and receiving frefh anointing from the 
Lord during this revival, were emboldened to appear openly 
for Chrift. A chabtivesl number remain, of whom wecan- 
not forbear to think favourably, and to hope that they have 
patted from death to life. Speaking to one of them on the 
duty of acknowledging what Chrift had done for her fcul, fhe 
replied, “ I acknowled ge the duty, but L am afraid I have not 

experienced true religion, It is a great thing to préfefs reli- 

pion. I am afraid i do not aét for the glory of God. Tem 
unprepared and durft not come.” On being told that thofe 

who had come forwerd {poke the fame language and exprefied 
the fame fears, fhe replied, 1 hope and trud they are prepar- 
ed; but [ am afraid my wicked heart bas not like theirs been 
bowed to the will of Chrift.””. Remarking to her further, that 
as it was a great thing to profefs religion, it mutt be a great 
thing to make no profefiion, fhe replied, “ I have no excufe 
but what condenins me. I fit and fee the church, communion 


days, and think my heart ts with them. I often weep and leng 
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and refulve to be foon with them, if I may ; .but what am 1? 
I am not worthy to be'there. Chrift expeéts there to find 
his friends, and I am afraid [ have not yet truly received him 
on his own terms.” We indulge a pleafing hope that a num- 
ber more will be added to our Zion. 

The awakening has emoraced perfons of almoft all ages 
from 15 to6§. Of thofe united with che church, 17 were 
young people, 6 males and 11 females, Of the whole num - 
ber 41, 24 were females and 17 males. Excepting the 17 
young perfons, the remainder were mottly young heads of fa- 
miles. This gives a hopeful pr {pect that the rifing genera- 
tion will more extenfively enjoy the great bleffings of family 
prayer and religious inftruction. ‘Ihefe bleflings it is hoped 
will be more hizbiy valued than they have been; for the great- 
er part of the convidtions and hopeful, converfions among us, 
“have exifted in families of prayer, and where one or both of 
the parents were pro feffing Chriftians. The fovereignty of 
God has been eminently difptaved in this revival. Not thofe 
whoin we expected, but ihofe whom God pleafed, were called 
to repentance. One is taken and another left. Great exer- 
tions and pains were beftowed on fome who yet remain un- 
concerned ; while upon another, a tranfient remark, or the 
occafional quotation of a text from {cripture, in the hands of 
God, became eff tual to conviction and falvation, 

From what God has done for us, it is thought, all churches 
may learn the importance and fafety of faithfully maintaining 
the difcipline which Chrift has eftablifhed for the recovery of 
Ris erring children, If the difcipline of the church is con- 
ducted with the prudence, vigilance and brotherly love which 
the cafe requires, the blefling of God may be confidently ex- 
pected, 

It gives me unfpeakable pleafure to mention the general 
good conduét of thofe, semicadeily the youths, who have made 
a public profeffion of religion. “ By their fruits ye thal! 
know them,” is the maxim of Chrift; and itis hoped they 
will continue, by exemplary lives, to manifeft to the world 
that they have been with Jefus, have imbibed his fpirit, and are 
like him devoted to honour and glorify their father who ts in 
heaven. ina world Jike this we cannot indulge the hope, 
that there are no tares among the wheat} yet, at prefent, ap- 


pearances are favourable, 
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The effect of the awakening on the morals of the foci- 
ety was happy. It appeared to make children more duti- 
ful to their parents, and refpeétful and kind to others and 
to one another. There was an uncommon appearance of 
friendfhip among thofe who were inquiring what they fhould 


do to be faved. They appeared to harmonize in fentiment, 


and by means of converfation and correfpondence, have alrea- 
dy acquired more religious knowledge than they would pro- 
bably have done in the whole compafs of their lives, had they 
continued in ftupidity. The Joy experienced by chriftian pa- 
rents, whofe children were the fubjects of convidtion, was in- 
defcribable. Many declared, they never enjoyed fuch fatis- 
faftion in their children before: ‘That now they were fond of 
home, of their Bibles, of religious converfation, and of the 
domettic fire-fide: That their children were not defirous of 
vain, gay company, or of being abfent at late hours, but chofe 
rather to be in their clofets, on their knees, feeking an inter- 
eft in the mercy of God through Jefus Chrift. Toufe their 
own familiar expreffion, they could go to bed and know where 
their dear children were. 

The revival has entirely removed one objection often made, 
that an awakening is injurious to the temporal bufinefs and 
property of thofe under diftrefs of mind. The revival here 
began in the moft bufy feafon of the year. Leftures and con- 
ferences were frequently and numeroufly attended ; yet the 
temporal bufinefs of the people was well done, and in good 
time, May I not be indulged the remark, that truc religion, 
inttead of leading toidlene{s and diffipation, ever leads people 
to be diligent in bufinefs, fervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord. 

It was common for thofe under ferious impreffions to expe- 
rience much oppofition to the doctrines of grace, particularly 
the juftice ef God in the eternal punifhment of the finally im- 
penitent—divine fovereignty—and the electing love of God ; 
but they found no folid peace or comfort until thofe do@rines 
were made the foundation of their hope. When reconciled 
te God through the merits of his Son, they exprefled great 
furprife that they had never underftood thefe plain gofpel 
truths before, nor beheld their excellency and beauty. 

The people under conviétions often exprefled to me their 
furprife, on finding themfelves fo ignorant in the deétrines and 
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duties of real religion. [t feemed that their former religious 
advantages had been greatly mifimproved, their Bibles ne- 
glected or fealed to them. Moft earneftly did they defire and 
feek inftruétion, and fo different were their feelings from what 
they formerly were, that it became a common idea that mini- 
fters preached better than before--with more clearnefs and 
pungency, and with a particular reference to them. With 
many tears did they lament the mifimprovement of their pre- 
cious time and privileges. They uniformly declared they -had 
never been happy, or enjoyed true peace of mind, while ne- 
glecting Chrift and his falvation; and that they often enjoy- 
ed more fatisfa€tion at one conference, than they had ever done 
in their whole lives. 

Several of the youth confeffed that in their purfuit of vain 
amufements, they found no pleafure; and lamented that the 
beft and faireft portion of their lives had been foolifhly waft- 
ed in purfuing a phantom, which always kept at the fame dif- 
tance before them. They could not be perfuaded to be ina 
place of fuch amufement, and would often appear much affc&- 
ed while refle&ting upon the danger they had efcaped. “They 
now felt, how little the thoughtlefs, volatile youth realize the 
danger of thofe fafcinating amufements, which form an impe- 
netrable barrier to ferious reflcction-—prepare them. for the 
day of adverfity, and a thick cloud of diftrefs and horror for 
the bed of death. 

Some account of particular exercifes of individuals will be 
communicated in a future letter. 

I remain, gentlemen, with due refpeét, yours in the bonds 


of the gofpel, IRA HART. 
Middlebury, June 15, 1802. 


ett ltr neces 





EXTRACTS 


FROM A JOURNAL WRITTEN BY MR. CAREY. 


Jan. 29, 1801. F WENT to an idol’s temple in a neigh- 
bouring village, where I had once a week, 
by appointment, met with a number of Hindoo Deifts, Bro- 
ther VMarfhman ftaid in the market-place, where he tricd ¢ 
fpeak to the people ; but many of them laughed and fhoute’ 
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in order to prevent him, and at length proceeded to make a 
buftle in the crowd. A fpeétator, feclifig for his fituation, 
propofed to condué him to me. On the road, he was pelted 
with dirt and cow-dung, but difcovered no refentment. 

Feb. 1. Lord’s day. Went out early in the morning; and 
met a number of people who came from a diftance ; they heard 
the word peaceably, and I addreffed tiiem with pleafure, Af- 
ter breakfaft, I went to Kriftno’s houfe ; read’and expounded 
a chapter to his family. In the afternoon, brother Marfhman 
preached in Englith. In the evening, I went toa village call- 
ed Chatterah. Meeting with a brahman who appeared igno- 
rant, but very talkative, our converfation brought others to 
the fpot. One man faid that the Gods of the Hindoos were 
nothing ; I acquiefced in this, and purfued the conceffion far- 
ther than he intended. He foon left me. A very wicked brah- 
man, whom I had known before, immediately aceofted me in 
the moft indecent language. While I was reproving him, a 
common proftitute pafled by; when he exclaimed with the 
utmoft impudence, “ There goes a goddefs ! _Thofe are the 
prefervers of the world !”’ and a torrent of. fuch ribaldry. I 
inftantly feized hold of both his hands, and held him faft while 
I addreffed him in the following manner, in the prefence of all 
the people :— You a brahman! You ought to be the in- 
ftructor of thefe people, (pointing to the fooders) and to walk 
fo as to afford them a proper example. Inftead of this, you 
debafe yourfelf to a hololkar. I appeal to thofe who are pre- 
fent, whether any thing can be more mean and vile than what 
you have fpoken ; and whether any employment can be more 
degrading than your prefent conduct. You muft henceforth 
be regarded as one who is wicked in grain. I befeech you, 
ye fooders, fee what a Creature you call your teacher, your 
prieft, your mediator, your god. Be afhamed of thefe abomi- 
nations, repent of your fins, and feek the way oftruth.” Af- 
ter afew more words, J releafed him and let him go.. I then 
addreffed myfelf to two others; but they replied with great 
warmth, “ What right have you to teach us? You are not our 
gooroo. Pray teach your own countrymen—we wii! not 
hear—keep at a diftance-—do not touch me.””  Oue of them 
had juit bathed, and accounted himfelf purified, After a lit- 
tle more canverfation with the people in the {ivcet, a number 
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of boys fet up a fhout of Hurry bol, hurry bol. It being 
night, I left the place. Ram Bofhoo was with me; he inqui- 
red of fome of the brahmans, what was the caule of their op- 
pofition? They faid, “ Becaufe he tells us of Jefus Chrit— 
that hated name!”’ He endeavoured to reafon with them, but 
met with abufe in return. Poor man, he gets a little of the 
reproach of a miffionary, but none of the enjoyment. 
: Feb. 5. Brother Marfhman and I went to the village where 
At. he met with fo much oppofition laft week. We intended to 
| have kept together; but I had no fooner begun with the peo- 
ple near the market-place, than fome one offered to condu& 
° him where he might meet with a number of hearers, and he 
went. After having reafoned with the people, and exhorted 
them till: late in the evening, | felt great anxiety for brother 
a Marfhman. Accompanied with another perfon, I went out 
i} to feek for him; but no one could tell us whither he was gone. 
However we had the pleafure to find him fafe,and we returned 
a home together after the Jabours of the day. I believe that the 
hi people in general would hear us with quietnefs; but there are 
bie certain lewd fellows of the bafer fort, who are ready to put 
the whole place where we preach into an uproar. 
| Feb. 8. Lord’s day. Going out this morning, I met witha 
brahman from Kafhmeer ; he fpoke very high Hindoftanee and 
Perfian, which was a little to my difadvantage in converfation 
| with him. He feemed much provoked with our miffionary 
| labours, and faid, “ You have fpoiled two perfons cafts already. | 
t | We cannot hear you. You will make pretty creatures of thefe 
i= Bengallees:”” To this he added fome abufive language. His 
vociferation brought a number of people together, to whom I 
afterwards fpoke the word of life. I then went to Kriftno’s 
houfe; read and expounded the 15th of Luke to the family, 
and returned, home to Englifh woribip at eleven o’clock. Af- 
ter dinner, I went to another village; found a few perfons, 
wiio were very inattentive, but met with no oppofition. Re- 
i turned in the evening, and preached from the ftory of Zaccheus. 
bey Feb, r4. Nothing remarkable has occurred thefe fix days. 
1 I went out with brother Marfhman the other evening; feveral 
brahmans were prefent, I, however, carried on a converfation 
with a Muffulman, which the brahmans had endeavoured to * 
engage me in, forthe purpofe of getting out of the fcrape 
themfelves. His objections were much like thofe of the Hin- 
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doos, viz. that God had appointed feveral forts of religion for 
different forts of people in the world; and that therefore Min- 
doos ought to worthip according to the Hinoo books, Muf- 
fulmans according to the Koran, and Chriftians according to 
the Bible. This poor manendeavoured to make it appear, that ac 3 
Adam, the prophets, and even Jefus Chrift, were ail Mufful- bP 
mans. Latt evening we went out again, and met with anat- 

tentive congregation. On our way, we faw a man lying very ie 
il!, byt not dead: his friends however had already aeecealll a 4 
quantity of wood and ftraw to burn the corpfe, and his widow 

with him ! Affeéted with the appearance of this untimely pres 
paration, we turned afide to inquire for the affiiéted, and found 

him in the laft ftage of a confumption, but thought it very 
probable he might continue many days. We took the oppor- 

tunity of teaching the people the inefficacy of their river to 

cleanfe from fin, and the neceflity of the atonement of Chrift ee 
for that purpofe. ; * lee 

Feb. 15. Going out this evening, I faw a number ef people ae EN 
affembled around a devotee, a man who walks about with his | 
arm continually ftretched upwards, and who never fpeaks; the 7 
brahmans refpeét him as a kind of divinity. After i had preached * 
to an attentive congregation, one of the brahmans« informed 
me that he had read fome part of the Bible in Englifh, could 
repeat the Lord’s prayer and the ten commandments; that he 
did not pay the fmalleft refpeét to the Hindoo idols ; aind that 
there were feveral others of the fame caft who were like minded. . oe 
Much of this is to be attributed to the diftribution of {yelling ae ee 
books, and other fmall tra¢ts, which have had a confiderable ~ yah. Ae 
effect in enlightening the minds of the people ; and proves 
how much good may be done by very trifling means. 

Feb. 17. The fame brahman came to us again tidy! and 
we {pent many hours with him in religious converfation, He | 
nad, i it feems, by fome accident, met with a little book,ent led, a 
fl miftake not, Dialogues between a Mifionary ana an r a 
dian, written by Wi Ifon, bifhop of Sedor and Man. This book 
had made a confidesshhe imorefion upon his mind, and he ap= 
peared, upon the whole, to be an inquifitive and interefting 
character. To fhew his Se Feccuipr of brahmanifm, he fet his 
foot upon the gaytree, or facred verfe, which none but bra! 
mans may pronounce ; and afrerwards took his poite frog bis 
heck, and wound it round his great toe. 
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Feb. 18. We had a long converfation with the brahman a- 
gain to day, and he engaged to introduce me to a number of 
his ftamp at Calcutta. He alfo told us in what manner he 
had talked with the brahmans about confecrating a ftone, and 
making it an idol. ‘, You know (faid he) that this is a ftone; 
a workman cut it into its prefent form; it could do nothing be- 
fore it was thus fhaped; and can you fuppofe that the labours 
of a {tone-cutter could give it divine power?” They anfwered, 
‘* No: but the prieft anoints it, and pronounces the words of 
confecration, upon which the divinity enters into it.” The 
brahman replied, ** Well, if you have power to confer divinity 
upon a ftone, | fhould think you mightturn a man into a deity, 
You fee that | am a poor man, and have much trouble in the 
world—but a ftone meets with none; befides, I can fpeak and 
eat the facrifices, which a ftone cannot. Now, why not turn 
me into a god? If you could do this, it would be an a& of 
charity ; for I fhould get rid of all my trouble, and be happy 
at once. Befides, being aman and a brahman, I have the firft 
claim upon you.” 

The following paflage is in Mr Marfhman’s Journal of 
‘May 5, 1802: Received a moft affeétionate letter fromDr, 
Vanderkemp, dated Nov. 2, 1801, in anfwer to one we had 





‘fent him in February... He mentions many particulars, which 


you muft receive another way before this can reach you. He 
was then at Graaf Reinet, in a ftate of blockade ; the Chrif- 
tian inhabitants around him having rifen, to avenge on him 
the pollution of the church by the admiffion of Hottentots.— 
He promi’es a continuance of his correfpondence, and requefts 
the fame on our part, with which we fhall joyfully comply.” 


PDL LIE LD PDL aL 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


THE Diretors of the Lendon Miflienary Society have recently received 
cifpatches from their. Miflionaries in South Africa, containing a variety of 
interefing a teliigence. _ The following happy appearances of religion in fe- 
veral Hottentots, are extracted from the letter of the Miffionary Bakker. 

“‘] visiTED a Hottentot woman, named Martha, who was 
confined by ficknefs: I found her better in health, and her 
foul very lively. She told me that fhe was in a dark and ua- 
believing ftate before, and in the beginning of her ficknefs ; 
but that, when very ill, it had pleafed God to vifit her with 
his enlightening grace, and to fhew her that he was only love 
in his Son, the Lord Jefus Chrift, and that he was that to her. 


Believing this, fhe was filled with joy and peace through the 








ed 


‘not think that his frequent attendance on the worfhip of God, 
and his not being fo wicked as other Heathens, was not a pood 
ground to truft that God would be gracious to him ? Fie replied, 
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Holy Ghoft. Being thus united to the Lord, fhe was willing 
to depart; or, if it fhould: pleafe the Lord to recover her, fhe 
wifhed to live for him by his grace. She admonifhed her 
hufband, who was full of forrow, faying, tMat he ought not to 
murmur, but fubmit to the will of the Lordy becaufe God’s 
doings were wife, good, and only love; and that fhe would not 
change her fituation for a thoufand worlds. 

“ Sunday, July 4. After public worfhip with feventy or 
eighty natives, I afked one, named Styn, if fhe had no reafon 
to fhew forth the praife of the Lord? She anfwered, that fhe ° 
had much reafon, becaufe the Lord had fhewn to her her own 
wickednefs, and the danger in which fhe was in by nature—— 
being dead in fin, and therefore ina ftate of condemnation be- 
fore God. He had alfo fhewn to her, that redemption by 
Chrift is the only way of falvation, and therefore fhe had em- 
braced him, through faith, as her Redeemer, in whom fhe had 
forgivenefs of fins, and a right to eternal glory =—=cnd it was 
now her only defire to live according to his will. 

“ Afterwards I converfed with Refina, who dire€tly began » 
to {peak of the love of God, which fhe faw for herfelf.. She» 
was aftonifhed that fuch a finful creature fhould be preferved ~ 
till now, though fhe had Jong ago deferved to be caft into hell 
for her firis ; but efpecially, that the Lord had made known to 
her, by his word and Spirit, her loft ftate by nature, and had 
enabled her to flee to the blood and righteoufnefs of the Lord 
Jefus, the Son of God, who bore the punifhment due tc finners, 
and obtained for them everlafting life; wherefore fhe fought in 
him all her falvation, & defired now to live for him in thank fulnefs. 

‘¢ A man, named Coliath, faid that he had reafon to praife 
God for what he had taught him out of his word, of the way of 
falvation ; wherefore it was now his duty to m:ke ufe of the means 
of grace, and not to reft till he fhould have the promifes of Chrift 
and his falvation, through faith, in poffeffion. 

‘* Vifiting a fick man, named Jephta, I afked him, if the Lord 
fhould call him to die, upon what ground he fhould en‘er eter- 
nity ? He anfwered,he did not know. i enquired, if he did 


No; this ground is not good. I then afked him, if it was nor 
better to feck, as a loft condemned finner, his falvation only in 
the Lord Jefus, who came to feek ana to fave that which was Joe? 
He anfwered, he believed that was the right ground, and that it. © 
was through grace that he had a defire to feek his falvasion im © 
that way.” ' Pe 
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Poetrys 
POETRY. 


[@ommunicated as original. } 


A GOOD WORD OF CHRIST. 


I. Y Janguage, Lord, is all too weak, 
The glories of thy name to fpeak, 
Thou everlafting Fair! | 
Let heav’n, and earth, and angels bring 
All honours to our glorious King, 
And lay them proftrate there 
2. Eternal ages unbegun, 
In higheft heav’n his glory fhone, 
With rays divinely bright: 
The beauty of the Son of God 
Shed a diffufive ftream abroad, 
°. Of full refplendent light —— 
3. Yet condefcended to be born,— 
_ A man of grief, opprefs’d with fcorn, 
| His anguifh none can tell : 
The deluge of the Father’s wrath 
O’erwhelm’d his only Son to death, 
To refcue me from hell. 

4 His loving heart remember’d me, 
When he hung bleeding on the tree, 
To purge away my crimes, 

And full and free provifion made, 
To fend me ev’ry needed aid, 
In all my trying times. 
5. My heavy heart, fpring up for joy; 
He’s now alcended up on high, 
And with the Father reigns : 
Deep in his heart he bears the names 
Of his moft feeble, fainting lambs, 
And ftrength for them obtains. 
6. When I’m opprefs’d, to him I’}! go; 
He all my burdens well does know, « 
And bears a tender part.— 
I'll love his int’reft and his friends, 





we ind ev’ry providence he fends— 


He fhall have all my heart. 








